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We modernize a ‘69 El Camino
with one-piece door glass.

By Nick Licata | photography by the author

*Bernie DeMarky’s been driving around in a ciean ‘69 &1 Camino
for a number of years. He's a little old school in the sense that he likes a relatively stock look
to accompany the mildly-upgraded drivetrain of his car/truck. Turbos, blowers and the like,
aren't his bag. The suspension has been upgraded with some Hotchkis performance
handling components, so it's safe to say DeMarky likes to take corners in his classic Chevy
the same way he does in his wife’s Jag: quick on the brakes, and aggressive on the throttle.
Not much resistance from the classic Elco—it responds to the task with little complaint.

Needless to say, he's not much of a purist when it comes to modifying his car to fit his
driving style or personal needs. As Bernie told us, “The numbers-matching engine is long
gone, so | have no problem doing upgrades here and there, especially if it improves
functionality of the car.”

With that being said, it was no surprise
when he told us he was looking into
converting the door glass over to one-piece
windows. He had recently tossed the
manual cranks in favor of an Electric Life
electric window kit and thought the
one-piece windows on later model El
Caminos looked cool. “With this car, it's a
nice mix of late-model flavor and function-
ality, without losing the classic feel.”
Extends DeMarky.

As a side benefit, he would gain a little
more side visibility by losing the obstruc-
tion of the vent window, and abandon the
excess highway noise that his wind wings
had become prone to. We realize new

($725 online). It comes with tem
instruction:

AHere's the '68-72 Chevy El Camino Window Conversion Kit
pered windows, easy-to-follow

weather strip would have taken care of the
wind problem, but what fun would that be?
DeMarky told of us about a company
called One Piece Products that make single
window conversions kits for Chevy trucks.
They've also been working on kits that fit
early El Caminos, so we gave them a call
and ordered up one of their ‘68- 72 kits.
One Piece Products’ Benjamin Tapia has
been in the automotive glass industry for
over 18 years. Long ago he recognized the
need for one-piece window conversions in
Chevy trucks. He ran with the idea and
began working with manufacturers to
create a curved, one-piece glass that
would clear the body lines of ‘73- ‘91

s, and all the necessary installation parts

step-by-step
for both driver and passenger side windows.
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AWe started off by removing the armrest and the door handle.
You'll need a door handle clip puller to make removal simple.

Chevy truck bodies. With the full-sized
trucks covered, Tapia has come up with
two window conversion kits for El
Caminos: '64-67 and '68-'72.

The kit comes with easy-to-follow,
detailed instructions, but set aside at least
a full day to get both doors finished. While
most of the installation went smooth and
easy on DeMarky’s ride, you'll want to
spend a good amount of time making sure
the alignment is correct.

As a little tip: remember to remove the
dome light bulb or disconnect the battery,
as the doors will be open during the
installation. Unfortunately we forgot and
ended up with a warped dome light lens.
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A After removing the door panel screws, a panel clip puller made it ABefore getting into removing the windows and regulators, we
easy to safely remove the door panels without any damage to the used a sharpie to draw a circle around all of the adjustment bolts.
door. You can also use a putty knife wrapped in duct tape as not to This will help us install the new windows with little adjustment
damage the panels or scratch the doors. issues.

ANext, we loosened the rear window slider track to move the ANext up was to loosen the vent window by removing the vent
guide on the rear of the glass out of the track. This enables us to window regulator, then the window itself by loosening the three
shift it off the regulator rollers so it can be removed. regulator bolts.
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A Next, we removed the three vent window frame screws. AThen we removed the screw and bolt of the vent window
:gnacketGoalnadandhssmebmcketasyouwon'tneedlt
n.

/A Bernie, then remove d the upper window felt and pulled out the A The vent window took a little persuasion as the window and
vent window assembly from its supports. brackets have been there for over 30 years.

. AWith the bolts marked for proper adjustment, the windowmgulator
and window stop were removed. Don't throw this away, asyou’llre-use
the window stops and regulator bolts. This car was upgraded with
electric windows.a few years ago. Keep in mind this kit works with
stock, manual cranks, or Electric Life’s electric window system.

...then punch out the original regulator window rollers and use
You'll need to grind... the new kit-supplied rollers.







